Brian Laird McCarty
May 6, 1950 - March 11, 2019

Brian Laird McCarty of Belding, Michigan, age 68, passed away on March 11, 2019,
surrounded by his loving family. Brian was born on May 6, 1950, at Borgess Hospital in
Kalamazoo, Michigan to Reid and Ardis McCarty. He joined his older brothers Larry and
Alan and helped welcome his little sister Susan, four years later. He attended Portage
Northern High School and R.E.T.S. Electronic School after graduation. He volunteered for
the Vietnam draft in 1968, attaining the rank of E5 while being stationed in Germany. Brian
pursued his career in electronics with GTECH as an equipment installer, and with AES as
an installer, as well as being a field service technician. He was quite talented and known
for fixing just about anything, as it was a natural gift he and his brothers inherited from
their father, Reid. Brian had a love for hunting and fishing. He combined both of these
hobbies to enjoy year around fun with family and friends. He was well known on Big Pine
Island for being a kind neighbor who liked to ice fish in the winter and host youth fishing
tournaments in the summer. He was also on the Board at the Belding Sportsman’s Club
where he volunteered and met many of his closest friends. He was a fine marksman who
was known for attaining perfect scores in both trap and skeet. Brian was loved for his
kindness, generosity and always following the golden rule in life. He married the love of
his life, his sweetie, Suzanne earlier this year. She was literally the girl next door. Suzanne
fondly remembers how he would always insist on buckling her into his truck, as he called
her his most precious cargo. He was a natural with children and took on the role as a
stepfather with ease, serving as a wonderful role model for her son, Jack. He was a
perfect example of a true gentleman and a complete class act as a person. Brian always
appreciated and truly valued all of his family and friends with his final words being, “I love
you all and I love you too” which speaks to the loving man we had the privilege to know
and love. Brian was preceded in death by his father, Reid McCarty, his mother, Ardis
McCarty, brother, Larry McCarty and dear friend, Tanetta Burdick. He is survived by his
loving wife, Suzanne McCarty and stepson, Jack Bonning of Belding, his siblings, Alan
(Diane) McCarty of Kent City, Michigan, Susan (Chuck) Morgenstern of Schnecksville, PA,
his nieces and nephews, Steve McCarty of Blanchester, Ohio, Trevor McCarty of Havana,
Florida, Hope Rocho of Las Vegas, Nevada, Scott McCarty of Wyoming, Michigan, Kristen
Brown of Hatboro, PA and Jamie Shellington of New London, PA, his grandnieces,

grandnephews, as well as his dearest friends he had on Big Pine Island and at the Belding
Sportman’s Club. A Celebration of Life will be held in the summer. Details with date, time
and location will be added to the funeral home website. Feel free to leave a message on
the website with any questions. Donations in Brian McCarty’s name can be made to the
Belding Sportsman Club, Attn: John Byrne, 10651 Youngman Road, Greenville, Michigan
48838.

Comments

“

Suzanne I am so sorry to hear this sad news of the passing of your husband of such
a short period. Happy you did have him for the time you were able to spend and love
him. Sending many good thoughts and prayers your way. Kelly Antekeier

kelly antekeier - March 17 at 11:59 PM

“

Brian was such a wonderful person and the best husband. He was so very thoughtful
to everyone. It was such an honor and privilege to love him and be his wife.—
Suzanne

suzanne bonning - March 17 at 10:29 PM

“

Brian loved to watch the turkey strut around the back yard.

Al McCarty - March 17 at 03:02 PM

“

I’m so thankful for having such an amazing Uncle I have so many great memories
as a kid, as an adult and now of him with my own kids. He is already missed so much
by us all. I know he’s right here watching over us and I can’t wait to see him again to
give him another big hug

Hope Rocho - March 16 at 01:51 PM

“

Thank you Hope for sharing the pictures and memories. Uncle Brian was the most amazing
man I ever met. I was so blessed to be his wife. Love, Suzanne
Suzanne McCarty - March 17 at 01:30 PM

