David James Aldrich
October 2, 1965 - May 5, 2020

David James Aldrich, age 54 of Rockford, went home to his heavenly father on Tuesday,
May 5, 2020, surrounded by his loving family after his second battle with cancer.
He was born on October 2, 1965 to Kenneth Aldrich and Diana Cronkright Angelo in
Grand Rapids, MI. He graduated from Godwin High School and Grand Valley State
University. Dave worked in Supply Chain Management for Viking Products as a Logistics
Manager. He was a Veteran of the United States Army stationed at Camp Howze in Korea
and Fort Carson, Colorado.
Dave had a true servant’s heart, always willing to help friends, family, his church, and
support his daughter’s theater endeavors with his meticulous woodworking skills,
renovating and building and designing set pieces. He volunteered as an usher, teller and
small group leader at his church, Crossroads Wesleyan. His love for outdoor activities like
fishing, hunting, kayaking, riding his motorcycle and golfing has created such fond
memories for his family and dear friends. His infectious laugh, welcoming, kind, helpful
spirit will be missed.
Dave will be lovingly remembered by his wife, Trisha; daughters, Sydney and Baileigh
Aldrich; mother, Diana (Charles) Angelo; and sisters, Jen Hullman and Maggie Aldrich
Brown. He was preceded in death by both his father and stepmother, Kenneth and Maxine
Aldrich.
Dave will also be fondly remembered by his mother and father-in-law, Bud and Gretchen
Bailey; brother-in-law, Scott Hubbard; sister-in-law, Dorothy Hubbard; nieces and
nephews, Morgan (great niece Slest), Cameron and Sophie Hubbard, Nathan and
Westley Hullman; Jackie Dixon, Mitchell Karl and Stephanie Huff; friend and Uncle, Steve
(Shelley) Cronkright; and many other family and friends.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to Crossroads Wesleyan Church, 8331 Myers
Lake Ave NE, Rockford, MI 49341 or to Hospice of Holland, 270 Hoover Blvd, Holland, MI

49423.
Please share your memories of David online at www.pedersonfuneralhome.com.
Dave's family would very much appreciate the opportunity to gather with family and friends
during this time. However, because of current restrictions, a small private memorial
service will be held. The family plans to have a funeral/celebration of life luncheon at
Crossroads Wesleyan Church at a future date once the restrictions are lifted.

Comments

“

PART 2
We were shocked to meet each other again at Fort Carson Colorado.
While Korea was a good place to be a soldier, Fort Carson was a good place to not
be a soldier with far too many distractions--which we both enjoyed.
A common love of motorcycles led to many adrenalin-charged trips to the mountains.
We were reckless at times with one furious trip leading to both of us crashing with
one of our front wheels of a wrecked bike dangling off the edge of a cliff. The drivers
of the cars we nearly hit were not amused with our bravado as we high-fived. We
straightened out the handlebars, jumped back on our bikes and continued to speed
back home--recklessly.
We shared many many other experiences at Fort Carson as soldiers and many
experiences living off post in the Colorado Springs community sowing our oats.
Then we parted ways again as our time at Fort Carson ended.
I don't know how we connected again years later. We had both pursued our
education, found our loving life partners and started our careers. A visit to our home
in the mountains of Colorado by Dave and Trish rekindled our friendship and
connected Margo and Trish. We found out that all of us became fast friends bonding
over basket sales and outdoor activities.
We all stayed connected over the years, instantly re-bonding after years apart. We
shared the challenges of children and careers and new homes and made the time to
visit each other as often as practical.
I received a call from Dave one day with the heart-stopping news of his first fight with
cancer. He was the jovial, positive, ready to roll Dave I always remembered and he
tackled that challenge with gusto and faith. At the end of that battle he and Trish and
the girls visited us in Colorado. We did a fairly rigorous hike together with Dave still
having staples closing the wounds in his chest from back surgery. Dave never
complained and never let on what must have been either painful, very uncomfortable
or both. As we know Dave won that fight and enjoyed each moment with his family
and friends.
Since that time we've had several visits back and forth between Colorado and
Michigan. Fishing, kayaking, concerts, shopping, resting, and all the things you do
when enjoying close friends. We parted ways many times as before with the
understanding we didn't need to work too hard to stay in touch because whenever
we reconnected it was instantly comfortable and we were all caught up in minutes.
Dave was always positive, careful, and thoughtful in what he said and how he
interacted with people. He was that way until the end. We did walk through our

memories together remotely on a video call looking at old photos from Korea and
Fort Carson and trying to remember things worth talking about.
While Dave and I have parted ways one last time, and while I know I won’t see him
again in this world, I know we will meet again as we always have.
I met Dave thirty five years ago.
I am so glad I did.
Ed Bedford - Yesterday at 02:32 PM

“

PART 1
I met Dave thirty five years ago.
We were both young infantry soldiers serving our first assignments very far from
home in an exciting but strange new land. For both of us Korea was a reckless,
sobering, thrilling experience.
When we could get weekend passes we often traveled together to Seoul, the capital
of south Korea, to visit museums and engage in the culture. We experienced things
there that shaped our views of the world forever.
While in different platoons we often saw each other as we lined up for morning chow
during winter field exercises. We would lustily gobble down our green eggs and find
the nearest armored personnel carrier that had a working heater to warm up after
endless days and nights exposed to the unrelenting cold.
We spend our summer together guarding the Korean demilitarized zone separating
the free south from the oppressed north. We shared stories of night guard shifts
inside the zone hearing the eerie, haunting, luring music played by the North Korean
soldiers that reached across the DMZ mocking us and our country.
When not in the field or on the Zone we shared a love of stereo and photography
equipment. With every paycheck we would saunter into the local Camp Howze post
exchange and add to our gear stash that we somehow shoe-horned into our tiny four
man barrack rooms outfitted with bunk beds. We struggled carrying each other's
heavy equipment uphill to our barracks swearing to never walk again when back in
the States.
Dave was the cool kid with the FRIGHTENINGLY LOUD and EXPENSIVE Bose 901
speakers which I believe still live in his basement. I know he and I had more than a
few "discussions" with the ranking sergeant of the barracks about our liberal use of
the volume control. Dave and I, along with our barrack mates, were stunned by the
clarity and punch of the cutting edge, new tech, compact discs! But Dave and I both
moaned over the lack of variety with only a dozen or so compact disk options

available.
After a year of each counting down the days to return home we left Korea separately.
I remember walking Dave to the bus stop. We shook hands, and may have even
hugged (I doubt it—not cool for infantry soldiers to hug), not knowing if we would see
each other again but just thankful to get back to the States.
Ed Bedford - Yesterday at 02:30 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Edwin Lee Bedford - May 22 at 01:23 PM

“

Ed Bedford and Dave Aldrich with our families at Castlewood Canyon, Colorado Springs,
CO in 2013.
Edwin Lee Bedford - May 22 at 01:24 PM

“

This was the BEST trip we had ever had with our girls! Seeing you and Dave reunite after
years was amazing and the girls and I loved hearing you share stories from the Army! This
was a week after his last surgery when he was diagnosed 7 years ago! Thanks for sharing!!
Trisha Aldrich - May 24 at 09:41 AM

“

Our company had the privilege of working with Dave these last few years. We have
modeled our company's brand off the movie the "Gladiator". So whenever Dave
visited our Laredo office, he wanted to put on our Gladiator helmet. He said that it
gave him great strength.
We have decided to make Dave our first ever honorary "Gladiator of the Month." In
order to receive that, a person must demonstrate three core traits, and he absolutely
did that. The Lover: Someone who cares for people and life with more than just
words. The Neighbor: A common man who was willing and able to unite people from
both sides of the table. The Hero: Someone willing to tackle great challenges that no
one else might even attempt.
On behalf of our company, Automated Logistics Systems, we would like to send our
condolences to his family. Please know that Dave's memory and inspiration will live
on at ALS.

Joe Parker - May 12 at 12:59 AM

“
“

“

That’s beautiful and exactly spot on about Dave. Thank you for honoring him.
Debra Bartolotta - May 12 at 12:38 PM

Thanks for the note about Dave. Love that he inspired this as it is certainly him!!
Trisha Aldrich - May 12 at 08:06 PM

Among the many great people I got to know while we were at Crossroads Church,
Dave was one of my favorites. He left a positive, lasting impression that I'll never
forget. I still remember the first time I spent more than a few minutes in conversation
with him on the men's kayaking trip, it didn't take long to recognize he was a great
guy. Dave was always kind and welcoming, and he found ways to make everyone
feel like they belonged. Every time I heard him speak, his words were helpful,
valuable and worth listening to. He was the kind of person I wanted to be like.

Seth Beals - May 11 at 10:57 AM

“

Seth - all is so true of Dave. Love hearing people's perspective on Dave's personality. It
makes us see him differently - or maybe we just took all these traits for granted :). Thanks
for sharing!
Trisha Aldrich - May 11 at 01:14 PM

“

Share the Health was purchased for the family of David James Aldrich.

May 11 at 08:56 AM

“

Jill, Bonnie, Nicholas, Samantha, Chris & Michael purchased the Pretty Please for
the family of David James Aldrich.

Jill, Bonnie, Nicholas, Samantha, Chris & Michael - May 11 at 08:25 AM

“

I will always remember Dave for his courage to step up and lead our life group.
Dave and Trish were part of the first life group we ever attended, I'm guessing about
10 or 11 years ago.
When the leaders were stepping out to start another group they asked for volunteers.
Dave and Trish said they would do it.
I will be forever grateful for their willingness to take that big step, and do such a
fantastic job.
Now Heaven has an incredible spirit there and he will be missed here.
Dan & Kris Bremmer.
We still pray for your whole family every day.

Dan Bremmer - May 10 at 09:45 PM

“

Our small group time together was the best time for Dave and I! Grew such amazing, close
friendships, and the things we talked about studying together prepping to lead the group
helped us grow so close as we had never even prayed together before that in our marriage!
Loved that he was vulnerable and open with all of you...and me during this time especially
with his first bout with cancer! Thanks for sharing!
Trisha Aldrich - May 11 at 01:19 PM

“

This was me and my cousin Dave I will never forget u. I will miss u dearly until we
see each other again u will always be in my heart love u.

Philip Cronkright II - May 10 at 09:42 PM

“

“

Love this picture, Philip. Thanks for sharing!
Trisha Aldrich - May 11 at 01:16 PM

Another sweet note from a HS friend of Dave's on Mlive:
May 8, 2020
My deepest condolences to Daves family and close friends. I went to school with
Dave. He was kind and a friend to all. It appears that spirit carried on throughout his
life. Prayers for peace and comfort during this difficult time.
Mindy Husted
Classmate

Trisha Aldrich - May 10 at 08:44 PM

“

This was shared on Mlive and wanted to share here as Brent described Dave
perfectly:
May 7, 2020
Hello, I am one of Dave's up-north hunting and fishing pals. The most impressive
thing I can say about Dave is his wonderful strength to be able to laugh at himself.
Seriously! We (our group of 6) would ALWAYS poke fun at one another, but Dave
would save us this trouble, and tell us rib-splitting stories about himself! It takes a
strong and confident man to admit to follies and tribulations in life, but wouldn't we all
agree that this is just part of our respective journey? I will miss his humor and
willingness to always pitch-in for the good of our adventures. It will be a tough
adjustment to not have Dave with us in person, yet he will always be with us in spirit.
My first fish of each trip will be Dave's fish. My deepest condolences, Brent - Indian
River, MI.
Brent Marlatt
Friend

Trisha Aldrich - May 10 at 08:40 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of your loss of such a endearing man, friend and father. I hope all
of the great memories you shared will help get all of you through this time in life's
journey. Best wishes and prayers to all of you and your extended family of friends.

Jack Kramer - May 09 at 07:43 AM

“

David my son-in law if a man could pick a man for his daughter to marry you would be the
one. So much talent in so many areas, loved hunting fishing and just being with you always
having fun. You were a wonderful husband father and son-in-law loved very much going to
miss you my friend.R.I.P. DAVE
Bud Bailey - May 10 at 08:46 PM

“

Sometimes you meet people for a short period in your life but they leave an
everlasting memory. Dave will always be remembered as one of the good guys.
Numerous fishing trips, golfing, camping, kayaking and helping each other with
projects. No matter how my day was going as soon as I seen Dave I knew the day
was going to be better after a quick chat. The picture is of me but I see the smile on
Dave’s face when he took it. Good times. Trisha, Sydney and Baileigh my thoughts
and prayers are with you and the rest of family and friends that had the joy of
knowing Dave.

Duane Wilhite - May 08 at 07:01 PM

“

Thanks, Duane! He loved fishing and that boat! Selling it soon and makes me sad to see it
go!
Trisha Aldrich - May 08 at 07:23 PM

“

I still remember your beautiful wedding. I am so glad you two found each other and
shared such a wonderful life. I’m sorry it was cut short, but you and your girls have
been an inspiration to many. I’m glad you have each other and many wonderful
memories.

Vicente Karla Castellanos - May 08 at 06:32 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Denise Hinxman - May 08 at 05:49 PM

“

Oh, Denise, this was such a fun day!!!! Love these pics and the memories we made that
week!
Trisha Aldrich - May 08 at 07:28 PM

“

David was a go getter from the start. When he became our quarterback, there was
no denying who was in charge. A fierce competitor who wanted to keep playing even
after the whistle. We might have had better qb's over the years, but none with a
bigger heart. Rest in peace big guy. Coach Berry

Lyle Berry - May 07 at 09:56 PM

“

Thanks so much for your fond memory of Dave! He talked often about you as a coach and
having quite an influence on him. Thanks for helping nurture him into the amazing man,
husband and father he was.
Trisha Aldrich - May 08 at 08:21 AM

“

Dave was my starting QB for Godwin's JV. He was a competitor and complete gentleman. I
also had him in the classroom and he was a very good student.
robert gregorski - May 08 at 12:03 PM

“

Robert, thanks for your nice words about Dave! I also remember your name. Love those
memorable teachers/coaches like you and Lyle! Isn't it great when you have a kid like Dave
that makes a mark as you also made such a mark on him?
Trisha Aldrich - May 08 at 07:28 PM

