David Lesley
May 16, 1959 - May 6, 2019

"I've loved many people in my life
and many people have loved me."
~Dave
David Mark Lesley, age 59 of Rockford and Manton, MI, passed away peacefully at his
home in Manton on May 6, 2019.
Dave was born in Grand Rapids, MI, on May 16, 1959, to Clayton Lesley and Charlene
(Rose) Lesley. He grew up in Rockford and graduated from Rockford High School in 1977.
After graduation, Dave attended Lincoln Tech in Indianapolis, IN, where he studied
automotive repair. Dave was very proud to have finished the 18 month program in nine
months by "double timing" the class work. Although trained in all aspects of automotive
repair, he quickly began specializing in transmission repair. He worked and managed
several shops in the Grand Rapids area. In 1993, he fulfilled a dream he had when he was
14 by opening Dave's Transmission in Rockford.
Together with his former wife, Debra Janose Lesley, Dave had two sons, David Jr and
Dale. Dave was a good father, teaching his boys to work on cars, harvest fire wood, ride
bikes, enjoy the outdoors and the importance of family. He loved his boys dearly. On May
2, 1993, at his sister's suggestion, Dave called Mrs. O's daughter, Patty Ohnsman. They
talked on the phone for two hours that night, met for dinner two weeks later and the rest is
their history. Together, they started Dave's Transmission in August 1993. Dave liked
dealing with his customers, many of whom followed him from shop to shop over the years.
He trained several young men, including Dave Jr, to rebuild transmissions, to treat
customers fairly and honestly, to take pride in a job well done. He enjoyed going to work
every day. In 1997, Dave and Patty bought forty of the prettiest acres in Manton, MI, and
spent several years enjoying the property while dreaming of the house they would build
there. Plans for the house started with sketches on napkins and ended with blueprints in
2001. Construction started on the extremely energy efficient, off grid house in 2003 and
was completed in September 2006. Together they finished the interior of the house from

the plumbing and electrical to the trim work and painting. The lumber for the trim started
as trees behind his childhood home east of Rockford Village. Dave used his sawmill,
planer, table saw, sanders and lots of hours to go from trees to finished product. Sitting on
the front porch watching for deer, turkey and bear; walking through the woods or cutting
down trees to heat the house; snowblowing or cutting grass on his Kubota tractor; planting
1000+ evergreen seedlings over the years; Dave was happiest when he was on that
beautiful piece of property.
On December 2, 2017, twenty four years and seven months after that May 2, 1993 phone
call, Dave and Patty were married in Lake City, MI. Friends, some that they had known
since elementary and high school, joined their families in what was a very joyful and
happy day. Sadly, in April 2018, after suffering painful pressure in his head for a month,
Dave was diagnosed with glioblastoma multiforme, grade 4 (GBM) brain cancer. He fought
a valiant fight for just over a year's time. He faced the grim prognosis with strength,
realism, grace and a great attitude. He has left us but none of us will forget what a great
son, father, brother, uncle, husband, friend and man he was. We are all the better for
having known him.
Dave is survived by his loving wife, Patty Ohnsman of Manton; his sons, Dave Lesley Jr.
(Julie Good, Sophia and Wyatt) and Dale Lesley, all of Rockford. His grandsons, Anthany,
Auston, Reece, and Gibson will remember Grandpa with love.
Also surviving are his mother, Charlene Lesley Sherd of Six Lakes; his brother, Brian and
Cristie Lesley of Cedar Springs; and his sisters, Linda Lesley and Mike Scott of Six Lakes
and Faye and Chris Mercer of Rockford. His surviving "in-law" family includes Steve and
Gail Ohnsman, Martha Ohnsman, Jan and Tom Bassier, Mary Lou Ohnsman and John
Walters, Laurie and Colin Ward. Dave also leaves behind many nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.
Dave was preceded in death by his brother, Merritt Sherd; his father, Clayton Lesley; and
his step dad, Don Sherd.
Dave and Patty want to thank their very good friend, Diana Anderson, who stayed with us
around the clock for the six weeks prior to Dave's passing. Her love and support was
beyond measure. Dave loved you, Diana.
If wanting to make a donation, please consider the Lake City United Methodist Women
(LCUMW) for their mission work. This is the church where Dave and Patty were married.
Patty bakes cookies for the UMW bake sales in honor of her mom, Barb Ohnsman.

LCUMW, P.O. Box 352, Lake City, MI 49651. You could also consider planting a tree in
Dave's honor and memory.
In accordance with Dave's wishes, cremation has taken place. Visitation will be held at the
Pederson Funeral Home in Rockford on Friday, May 17, 2019 from 2-4 and 6-8pm.
A memorial service will be held Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 3:00pm at the Pederson
Funeral Home.
A luncheon will follow at the Rockford United Methodist Church.

Events
MAY
17

Memorial Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAY
17

Memorial Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAY
18

Memorial Service

03:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAY
18

Luncheon

04:15PM

Rockford United Methodist Church
159 Maple Street, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of David Lesley.

May 17 at 11:20 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of David Lesley.

May 16 at 12:58 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of David Lesley.

May 16 at 09:34 AM

“

Dave was a remarkable man and one of my favorite brothers-in-law! His quick wit,
analytical mind,and fun-loving character made him a great person. He treated my
sister Patty with love and respect, and they worked together to build a remarkable
relationship. Their partnership created a business that then allowed them to
purchase a beautiful piece of land and build an amazing house together.
Dave, I will miss you.

Steve Ohnsman - May 15 at 01:49 PM

“

Dave was a great friend. He also was a very intelligent person who had alot of good advice
to give.. He loved life, his family, the environment and just loved helping people and he will
be missed
Tom Commee - May 16 at 09:26 AM

“

May 10, 2019
to Patty and Dave's family and friends; thinking of Dave brings so many smiley
memories to me, so many laughs, many new experiences that he patiently tried to
help me enjoy (sail boarding, furniture refinishing, playing euchre with Uncle Jack
when I was totally intimidated, riding the "mule" around the Manton property). He
often helped me laugh at myself with his quick wit, and when he had something to
say, I always knew it was from the heart. Dave was one of the smartest people that
I've known; no matter what he wanted to accomplish, he would analyze information
about it, come up with a plan, and it would happen. The beautiful peaceful home that
he and Patty created together is a loving and living example of that determination
and perseverance.
I'm so grateful to all the family, friends, and hospice staff who came together to make
this journey the best it could be for Dave, and Patty.
Gail Ohnsman

Gail Ohnsman - May 15 at 11:17 AM

“

With Love, Larry Stokes purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of David
Lesley.

With Love, Larry Stokes - May 14 at 04:24 PM

“

Dave,
It is so hard to let go of someone you have loved since he was born.
Someone who changed your life. Who made it better. who aggravated you, who
teased you, who tormented you , who loved you no matter what.
Someone who listened to you and someone who came to you when he really needed
a friend. A brother is so much more then just that.. He is part of you and you and he
share secrets,thoughts and trusts that no one else does.
Dave You know what we shared and I Love you so very much <3
Patty, I am so glad I told him to call you,(So many years ago), You made my brother

so happy and You completed him!!! Thank you so much for being you !! I love you .
LINDA LESLEY - May 09 at 09:34 PM

“

When we think of friends and family, we have so many images to call on. And when I
think specifically of Dave, all of them have that distinctive smile. And so many of
them have his head tilted back and that laughter. So many of them are surrounded
by the green of branches - at the little cottage, on the porch at mom and dad's house,
on the land he loved in Manton. I think of a man that enjoyed sharing what he
enjoyed with others. I think of him with Dave and Dale. And I think of the love he
shared - with my aunt and all the families he was a part of.
There's one memory that definitely isn't green, though. It's a bit sad that I didn't get to
see you after the wedding, Uncle Dave, but it's also a heck of a gift to have those two
days as the brightest, boldest image in my memory. And getting just a couple of
minutes at the rehearsal dinner to say you'd been my uncle for a long time now, that
the wedding was just an awfully sweet way to formalize the deal.
Love you and the life you shared with so many of us.
Wendy O

Wendy - May 09 at 04:35 PM

“

Patty -- Sending this note with a heavy heart for you and all of your family. Dave was
a great guy, and a wonderful classmate -- RHS Class of 1977. Please know that I will
lift you in prayer for peace and comfort. With hugs, Gerilyn (Janicki) may

Gerilyn May - May 09 at 03:19 PM

