Dixie Lee Fisk
August 23, 1933 - January 17, 2020

On Friday January 17,2020, Dixie Lee Fisk, age 86 of Rockford, passed away peacefully
in her sleep and joined our heavenly Father after a long hard-fought battle with Dementia.
She was a loving wife, mother, and grandmother. Family meant everything to her. Dixie
was kind, giving, considerate and always happy. Being well liked by everyone, she always
cared for others before herself and took joy in doing that. Born on August 23, 1933 in
Atlanta, Michigan, Dixie graduated from Atlanta High School in 1950. After attending
Montmorency County Normal, she obtained her teaching certificate. With that in hand, she
moved to Rockford, Michigan where she began her teaching career in a one room
schoolhouse named Peach Grove on the East Beltline at the age of 19. While continuing
her teaching career at Edgerton Elementary and Belmont Elementary, Dixie also furthered
her personal education at both Central and Western Michigan Universities. With ten years
of teaching experience, she then became a homemaker and started her most proud
career of all, being a mother. Spending her free time traveling with family and friends Dixie
made it to most states in the US and even multiple provinces in Canada. Playing Bridge
was a true passion of hers; She was a very good bridge player, playing in several card
groups especially while wintering in Florida. Dixie was an avid reader for years, with a
huge book collection. Antique shopping and collecting was a favorite hobby of hers. She
had a love for ceramics, birds, her morning coffee, and an occasional beer. Dixie will be
lovingly remembered by her husband of 61 years, Ronald (Ron) Fisk; daughters, Rhonda
Patterson and Karla (Thomas) Ashfield; grandchildren, Tyler Patterson and Taylor
Patterson, Andrew Ashfield and Kylie Ashfield; brother, Robert (Kathy) Brooks; several
brother-in-law‘s and sister-in-law’s; nieces and nephews; and many beloved friends. She
was preceded in death by her mother, Velma (Steve) Toth; and father, Fred Brooks.
The family wishes to express their sincere thanks to Spectrum Hospice and Boulder Creek
Assisted Living for their exceptional care.
Relatives and friends may meet the family Monday, January 20, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. and
6:00-8:00 p.m., at Pederson Funeral Home in Rockford, Michigan. A funeral service will be
held on Tuesday, January 21, at 11:00 am, at Pederson Funeral Home. Those who wish to

make memorial contributions may contribute to the Alzheimer’s Association online at
www.alz.org or to Alzheimer’s Association-Greater Michigan Chapter: 25200 Telegraph
Road, Suite 100, Southfield, MI 48033. Condolences may be sent online at
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Mrs.Fisk was my 4th grade teacher at Belmont. I remember her as a very
compassionate teacher.

Yvonne Brown - January 21 at 11:32 PM

“

Dixie was a wonderful lady! Rhonda Fisk Patterson's mom... God Bless!

penny hughes - January 20 at 05:54 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Dixie Lee Fisk.

January 19 at 06:49 PM

“

Jack, Lynn, Roy, Karen, Gary & Kathy purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for
the family of Dixie Lee Fisk.

Jack, Lynn, Roy, Karen, Gary & Kathy - January 19 at 06:31 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Dixie Lee Fisk.

January 19 at 05:06 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Dixie Lee Fisk.

January 19 at 11:15 AM

“

Dear Ron,
I am so sorry to hear of your wife's passing. You and Dixie were good neighbors. She
was a sweet, kind hearted lady. She and my mom, Violet, were good friends. Ten
mile road will never be the same. Its a loss to our community.
Harley Huffman

Harley Huffman - January 19 at 11:06 AM

“

Words cannot express how much Dixie meant to me . I have known her my entire life
and she was like a mother to me. If I was ever feeling down she always knew what to
say to me. I spent countless hours at Ron and Dixies growing up. They brought me
on their family vacations to Atlanta every August. Dixie was one of the kindest
nurturing people I know. Fly with the angels Dixie. I love you and thank you for
always being so kind to me and treating me like a daughter.

Lynn Kamer - January 18 at 07:08 PM

“

II have known her since I was in grade school. Very sad to see her pass. I will always
remember her as a very cheerful, sharp, first class lady. I will always miss her as a
lifelong friend and neighbor. Gary Scheidel

Gary Scheidel - January 18 at 04:25 PM

“

Dear Rhonda and family,
I am so sorry to hear about your Mom.
I have good memories of her always being so kind, and I can still hear her amazing
laugh. Please know I am keeping you and your family in my prayers.
Love, Sherri Charles-Matthews

Sherri Charles-Matthews - January 18 at 02:45 PM

“

Dixie is present in my earliest memories. She and my mom, Sally Ann, traveled down
from Atlanta, Michigan to begin their teaching careers. I remember sitting in her
kitchen marveling at her snapping gum :) I so wanted to be able to do that. I
remember sleepovers in the trailer, I remember the miracle of jingle bells outside
during the holiday season...certain it was Santa. She and Ron, along with the girls
will always be a cherished memory of my childhood. I wish the deepest love from my
heart to Ron, Rhonda, Karla, and family during this time. She was a joy and brought
happiness to all who met her!

Kathy Thompson - January 18 at 12:44 PM

“

Dixie was a great friend. she was a sister to me for a long time. we had a lot of fun
together. will never forget washing our hair in Lake Superior when on vacation. God
bless Carole Bruursema

carole bruursema - January 18 at 09:22 AM

