Donald Lee Geldersma
September 19, 1951 - August 27, 2020

Donald Lee "Bill" Geldersma, age 68 of Rockford, went to be with his Lord and Savior on
Thursday, August 27, 2020.
He was born on September 19, 1951 in Grand Rapids, Michigan to Eugene "Don" and
Wanda (Bachelder) Geldersma.
Don was a man of honor, loyalty, and integrity. He deeply loved and served the Lord.
Don’s servant heart was evident as he used his God given time and talents to lend a hand
to anyone in need. You could find him tending to the church’s lawn weekly and helping out
family members and neighbors with various projects.
He passionately loved his family and friends and was adored by all. He cherished his
grandchildren, his little “gumbas”, and spoiled his granddog Keper. His kind, generous
spirit was felt by all and his memory will forever live on in our hearts.
Don was no stranger to hard work. He earned an Associates Degree from Davenport
College, owned his own business, and worked for nearly 30 years as a skilled Millwright
for General Motors.
He enjoyed taking in all of God’s beauty by jogging the trail 8 miles every morning and
playing rounds of golf. He was an avid fisherman who landed the catch of a lifetime when
he married his high school sweetheart, Mickey aka “girlfriend”.
Don is survived by his loving wife of 48 years, Mickey (Michele DeShane) Geldersma; his
daughters, Amy (Chris) Bozek and Wendy (Emma Green) Geldersma; his
granddaughters, Mia Bozek and Jayla Bozek; his sister, Debbie (Scott) Hersman; his
brother, Terry (Virginia) Geldersma; his sister, Cindy (Eric) McCuaig; his step-mother,
Laura Geldersma; his brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Jim DeShane, John (Jana)
DeShane, Tim (Karen) DeShane, and Beth Stribley; his mother-in-law, Lois DeShane; and
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Eugene “Don” and Wanda Geldersma; his
father-in-law, Floyd DeShane; his sister-in-law, Patt Geldersma; and his brother-in-law,
Tom Stribley.
A Memorial Service to celebrate Don's life will be held at 11:00am on Tuesday, September
1, 2020 at Tribes Church, 6070 Kuttshill Dr NE, Rockford, MI 49341. Pastor Ron
Messelink will be officiating.
There will be a Live Stream of the service available online starting at 11:00am on the
Tribes Church Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/tribes.church/.
Relatives and friends may greet the family one hour prior to the service from 10:00am to
11:00am at the church and there also will be coffee and cookies served following the
service.
Memorial contributions are suggested to:
Kids Food Basket
1300 Plymouth Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
or
Faith Hospice
2100 Raybrook SE, Suite 300
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Tribes Church
6070 Kuttshill Dr NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Tribes Church
6070 Kuttshill Dr NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

Mickey: I am so sorry to hear of Bill's passing, it seems like a hundred years ago that
we met. Over the years our paths crossed; I think the last time was when Don
passed away, I got to talk with him about about his family and how life plays out.
Please except my deepest condolences, and I pray you and your family find peace.
Pass on my condolences to Deb & Scott. I know now at 73 my life has been a wide
array of adventures; so take my advice; treasure the memories and feel his presence
whenever you need advice. My the Lord bless and Keep you.
Bob Crans

Bob Crans - August 30 at 05:35 PM

“

So saddened by the passing of Bill. My wife Bev and I got to know your family going
back to St Stephen. Knowing Bill has been a blessing in my life. Always willing to be
of help in any way working for the church in the food distribution program and Lawn
care to name a few. Always doing God's work in a very unassuming manner. He will
be missed by all who knew him. God Bless each of you.

Jim Punches - August 29 at 02:14 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Donald Lee
Geldersma.

August 29 at 01:41 PM

