Donald Emery Libby
March 12, 1927 - January 16, 2019

Donald Emery Libby of Grand Rapids, Michigan, passed away peacefully at home on
January 16, 2019. He was born to Walter and Lucile (Tretheway) Libby on March 12,
1927, in Centralia, Washington. He spent his last fifteen years at Covenant Village of the
Great Lakes where he made many dear friends. Even in the face of Parkinson's disease
limiting his speech and movement, his positive attitude and zest for life were an
inspiration. Don grew up in China, the son of missionaries who founded Nanchang
Hospital. His high school years were spent in Oregon, followed by 3 years in the Army as
a translator and intelligence officer in Japan at the end of WWII. Following this, he
dedicated his life to God and spent the next 21 years as a volunteer in Moral ReArmament (MRA) looking for ways to live out his faith and make the world a better place.
In 1967, he married Loretta Roots, who had also grown up in China and was an MRA
volunteer, and they made a wonderful home in Grand Rapids, raising their family as he
worked for an engineering firm as a troubleshooter at FTC&H. He always said that he
really got paid to solve conflicts between the contractors and clients. Youth group leader
and soccer coach, Don was a man who loved pranks and jokes and life in general.
Following the death of his first wife, in 1990 he married nurse and former fellow MRA
volunteer Barbara Beal. They took several trips together including Africa, Alaska, China
and Rome for son Donald's ordination. Don is survived by his wife Barbara Libby, sister
Alice Libby, brother-in-law David Beal and sister-in-law Polly (Beal) Pattison, children Rev.
Father Donald L. Libby and Lucile (Libby) Hackett and grandchildren Kyle, Amara and
Hannah Hackett, as well as many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
twin sister Dorothy and brothers James and Paul Libby. The family would like to thank
Spectrum Health Hospice for their care in his final days but more specifically the years of
help from the ladies at Unique Personal Care who give so much. The memorial service
will be held Saturday, January 26th, at 11am at Covenant Village of the Great Lakes, 2510
(2520 for GPS) Lake Michigan Drive, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49504. There will be an
hour of visitation beforehand and a luncheon following. Rev Brian Kyle will preside with
the homily given by Rev Fr Donald L. Libby. Those wishing to offer an expression of
sympathy are encouraged to make a memorial contribution to the CVGL BENEVOLENT
FUND at the above address.
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Covenant Village of the Great Lakes
2510 Lake Michigan Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49504
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Covenant Village of the Great Lakes
2510 Lake Michigan Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49504
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Military Honors

11:00AM

Covenant Village of the Great Lakes
2510 Lake Michigan Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49504

Comments

“

Lucile and Dan, I am so sorry to hear about your father. I have really nice memories
of both your parents. He lived an amazing and full life. Hope you and your family are
doing well.

Laura Prince Kelso - February 01 at 10:20 AM

