Florence Catherine (Tanis) Kramer
January 13, 1937 - November 10, 2018

Florence C. Kramer of Rockford, Michigan, age 81, passed away peacefully on Saturday,
November 10, 2018. She was born to Arthur and Mary Francis (Ryan) Tanis on January
13, 1937, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Florence was the second of three children brought
up in Grand Rapids. She was a 1955 graduate of Grand Rapids Catholic Central High
School and earned her RN degree from Providence Hospital Nursing School in Detroit,
Michigan, in 1958. She worked at Grand Rapids Osteopathic Hospital in charge of the
maternity ward for several years. In 1967, she married widower Eugene Kramer and
instantly had three children. Soon a fourth was added. Florence loved to spend time with
her children, grandchildren, and friends. She is widely remembered as someone with a
quick smile, a warm hug, and a servant’s heart. She enjoyed travel, shows and concerts,
and doting on her little dog. She was an active member of the Our Lady of Consolation
parish and will be greatly missed for her dedication and commitment to the ministries of
the church. Florence is survived by her loving children Kay Kesteloot, John (Rachel),
Carolyn, and Mary (Tom) Akre; eleven grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; sister-inlaw Sharon Dood; and numerous nieces, nephews, dear friends, and other beloved
members of the family. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Dr. Eugene
P. Kramer, DO, in 2003; and brothers, Patrick (Patricia) Tanis and John Tanis. Relatives
and friends may call on the family during a time of visitation 5:00 until 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 13, 2018, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE,
Rockford, MI 49341. A Praying of the Rosary will be read immediately following visitation
at 8:00 p.m. The Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated by Fr. Tony Russo at 11:00
a.m. on Wednesday, November 14, 2018, at Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church,
4865 11 Mile Road NE, Rockford, MI 49341. There will be a one-hour visitation at church
prior to Mass. Florence will be laid to rest next to her beloved husband in Rockford
Cemetery. Those wishing to offer an expression of sympathy are encouraged to make a
memorial contribution to Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church.
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Comments

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Florence Catherine (Tanis)
Kramer.

November 13, 2018 at 09:28 AM

“

Allied Physicians of Michiana purchased the Heavenly Heights Bouquet for the family
of Florence Catherine (Tanis) Kramer.

Allied Physicians of Michiana - November 13, 2018 at 08:50 AM

“

I believe that Florence was the first person I met after we moved to Rockford over
Spring Break in 1972. She introduced herself the first day I took Liz to Kindergarten
at Parkside, and that was the beginning of a 46 year long friendship that has meant
the world to me. Over the years we were friends, buddies, close as sisters.
Florence was the kindest person I've ever met. She'd forgive any and everything.
She might vent a bit first...the German in her... but she always returned to the belief
that love was more important than anything. In spite of the fact that we had things we
agreed to disagree about, I cannot remember a single fight we ever had. Being
friends with Florence was always more important than being right.
Florence and I were co-conspirators on any number of projects over the years, from
being Brownie troop leaders to working with Gene and Dick on the Historical Society
Museum, the Friends of the Library and the Krause Endowment Fund. We talked
each other out of buying things at antique auctions, took dance lessons (she and
Dick were good, Gene and I had four left feet between us), and worried about and
loved each others children. She was always ready to listen to my harebrained plans
and jump right in to help make them work. She was my sounding board and
confidant, and we knew all of each others secrets.
Florence loved to go out...whether to shop or eat or just go for a ride to look at the fall
colors. Thursday we implemented a new game plan. We were going to start going to

the free lunches all the Senior Housing places offer...just to look around. Not moving
in...she was going to stay in her condo come what may...but just for the fun and the
food. Porter Hills gave us a great lunch last Thursday!
Florence loved God, her Church, her friends, and always her family. She beamed
with pride showing pictures, talking about what each of the kids, grandkids and great
grandkids was up to. She loved Facebook because she could keep track of
everyone, whether in Michigan or South Carolina or Alabama or Florida or
Italy...wherever life took her “kids”, she could share their experiences. She loved the
holidays and Sunday dinners with family, and talking to family and friends on the
phone. Florence was looking forward to spending a couple of months with Mary...just
for the worst of the winter. Then the ever independent Florence would be coming
home to her condo!
For the last several years Sally Luidens, Florence and I would go out for dinner at
least once a week, usually on Fridays. We'd talk about our week, what the kids were
up to, solve the problems of the world, and just have fun. We'd each had to deal with
all the suffering of a prolonged illness, Sally with her mom, Florence with Gene, me
with Dick, and had adopted as our motto: “Live long, die fast!” It's a final gift we all
hope for.
Florence didn't live as long as we'd all have wished. We will miss her beautiful smile
and wonderful laugh every day. But I like to think that God rewarded her life well-lived
by letting her avoid having to compromise …. by allowing her to live every day,
including her last, enjoying her life the way she wanted to. Can't you almost hear her
humming Sinatra's “I did It My Way”? Godspeed, and God Bless you, my dear friend.
Love, Laura
Laura Weld - November 12, 2018 at 06:23 PM

“

Laura, I don't know who you are and I only met Florence once, but I can feel what a
beautiful friendship you shared with a beautiful soul. Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord, and
let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace.
Barbara S - November 13, 2018 at 09:39 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Florence Catherine (Tanis)
Kramer.

November 12, 2018 at 04:06 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Florence Catherine (Tanis) Kramer.

November 12, 2018 at 03:00 PM

