Gary Wayne Koster
January 9, 1962 - June 16, 2015

Mr. Gary Wayne Koster of Falmouth, Michigan, age 53, died of an accidental injury on
Tuesday, June 16, 2015, while working on the land he has farmed his entire life. Although
heartbroken, his family takes comfort in knowing that Gary rests now in his heavenly home
with his Lord and Savior. Gary was born to Carol (Kamphouse) and Alvin Koster on
Tuesday, January 9, 1962 in Cadillac, Michigan, and had been a lifelong resident of the
area. He was a graduate of Northern Michigan Christian High School and received an
Associate’s degree from Michigan State University. As a man beholden to God’s creations,
Gary truly loved his life of family, farming, and nature. It takes a special kind of person to
care and contribute in the ways that Gary always had, sustaining and nurturing life as all
farmers do. Gary worked with his hands on the farm, and to feel them, one would know
the efforts of the day’s labor. He was meticulous in his work, keeping his farm and
equipment, tractors and vehicles in perfect form. Gary was also a great outdoorsman;
hunting and fishing when the farm allowed, cherishing the pure seasons of the Michigan
landscape. He was a truehearted family man and dedicated farmer; his love for life and
land was great, always hard working and steadfast, with an infinite love for his family. Gary
was a loving son, devoted husband, wonderful father, dear brother and friend, and a
faithful servant to his Lord. His soul will be sadly missed and his life fondly remembered
and celebrated by his family, friends, and all those who knew him. Gary is survived by his
parents; best friend, soul mate, and beloved wife of twenty-two years, Diane (DeZeeuw);
loving children, Garret, Grant, and Gretchen Koster; brother Greg (Karen) Koster; sisters
Vicki (Dave) Ebels, Vonda (Greg) Dreyer, and Tonya (Tim) Plaisier; and many nieces and
nephews. There will be a time of visitation from 1:00 until 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 until
9:00 p.m. on Friday, June 19, 2015, at Prosper Christian Reformed Church, 1975 E.
Prosper Road, Falmouth, MI 49632. The funeral service for Gary will be celebrated at
11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 20, 2015, at Prosper Christian Reformed Church. Rev. Dirk
Koetje will be officiating. There will be a one hour visitation prior to the service at church.
Interment will be in Aetna Cemetery, Falmouth, MI. Those wishing to offer expressions of
sympathy are encouraged to make a memorial contribution to Prosper Christian Reformed
Church to assist with various youth programs.
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Comments

“

My name is Clara Krathwohl and I work at the bank in Lake city. I want to send my
heartfelt prayers to Garys family and friends in this time. We, at the bank, always
remembered Gary as a smiley, happy man and he will be sorely missed!

clara krathwohl - June 25, 2015 at 02:08 PM

“

Dear Al & Carol, & Diane,
My thoughts and prayers are with you as you go thru this period of grief. May you
feel the Lord's closeness as you travel this road.
With prayers, Mary Monsma

Mary L. Monsma - June 20, 2015 at 03:47 PM

“

Hello Al and Carol,
I was so surprised to see Gary's picture in today's Grand Rapids Press and to read of
his death. My prayer for you and the family is that you will find healing comfort in the
loving arms of our Heavenly Father. It is at times like these that we can find
assurance in the words of the Apostle John when he wrote in Rev. 14:13 "Blessed
are the dead who die in he Lord---". I realize that we can believe that with our minds,
but it is more difficult to comprehend that truth with our hearts. Yet, we have
scriptures promise over and over again that our Lord is always with us.
I send this with my sincerest sympathy.
Gary De Haan

Gary De Haan - June 18, 2015 at 08:50 PM

“

Munson Medical Center, Department of Radiology purchased the Magnificent Life
Spray for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

Munson Medical Center, Department of Radiology - June 18, 2015 at 04:38 PM

“

82 files added to the album LifeTributes

Pederson Funeral Home - June 18, 2015 at 02:47 PM

“

Secret Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

June 18, 2015 at 12:26 PM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

June 18, 2015 at 11:43 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

June 18, 2015 at 09:23 AM

“

Jeff Brenda And DJ Hamman lit a candle in memory of Gary Wayne Koster

Jeff Brenda and DJ Hamman - June 18, 2015 at 05:29 AM

“

Diane and children. So very sorry for your loss. Although I didn't know Gary all that well
Gretchen and DJ shared alot of the same school activities and Jeff was hugely affected by
Gary and his positive outlook not only on a business relationship but through all of life and
with his passing. We are so sorry for you loss; praying for peace, strength and comfort
knowing Gary has gained a spot in heaven and thanking God for His gift of an eternal
home in heaven. Prayers Jeff, Brenda and Dakota Hamman.
Jeff Brenda and DJ Hamman - June 18, 2015 at 05:37 AM

“

Diane, we are so sorry. Gary was a great man, is a great man. He always went out of
his way to make people feel good. When my family relocated to Falmouth when I
was a kid he was one of the first to make me feel welcome. Then 20 years later when
Lora and I came back, he was again the first to welcome us. You and the kids stay
strong and take comfort knowing all of the love he is spreading in heaven. We love
you, Jeff and Lora

jeffgentry - June 18, 2015 at 05:25 AM

“

Praying for you Diane, Garrett, Grant and Gretchen and for the rest of the family as
well.

Amy VandePol - June 18, 2015 at 12:18 AM

“

So sorry for your loss! We are praying for your family. Gerard and Bev Winkle
Bev Winkle - June 18, 2015 at 06:01 AM

“

“

Prayer for the family. John westveer
john westveer - June 18, 2015 at 07:05 PM

Kathy Green lit a candle in memory of Gary Wayne Koster

Kathy Green - June 17, 2015 at 10:51 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

June 17, 2015 at 10:25 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Gary Wayne Koster.

June 17, 2015 at 09:35 PM

“

My husband, Matt, was Gretchens Co-ed Basketball Coach for a season. Our
condolences to you all and prayers for peace in this difficult time. The Roby Family:
Matt, Erin, Kaylie, Logan, Bridget & Kenadie

Erin Roby - June 17, 2015 at 09:33 PM

“

Kim Schonert lit a candle in memory of Gary Wayne Koster

Kim Schonert - June 17, 2015 at 09:17 PM

“

Jerry And Angie Boven lit a candle in memory of Gary Wayne Koster

Jerry and Angie Boven - June 17, 2015 at 09:10 PM

“

Diane, Gerret, Grant & Gretchen I am so sorry for your loss. I pray for peace, comfort
and strength in the days to come. Your faith will guide you through. My thoughts and
prayers are with you.
Love your friend Kim Schonert

Kim Schonert - June 17, 2015 at 09:09 PM

“

Please accept my deepest condolences to the entire Koster family.
I was shocked and profoundly saddened to hear about the passing of Gary.
I can remember about 12 years ago when I first met Gary, and shook his hand (and
what a giant hand it was!). It completely enveloped my hand. His handshake was
also one of the most real and heartfelt greetings one could hope for. His smile was
always warm, and his eyes were bright and honest...even on some of the harshest
winters day.
Gary loved the farm and farming. I will miss seeing him there....I will miss him.

Rob McDonald - June 17, 2015 at 09:06 PM

“

I will truly miss that quick wave and smile every time I met you on the road when I
was either going to or from work or when I was getting my walk in during lunchbreak
and you went by in your tractor! You will be so missed by all of us but you left behind
some wonderful memories and wonderful kids and a wife that won't let you be
forgotten. Your kids all have such resemblances of you that we will think of you each
time we look at them. We are praying for your mom and dad and all of the rest of
your family. Connie and Randy V.M.

Connie VanderMeulen - June 17, 2015 at 08:33 PM

“

I always enjoyed cutting Gary's hair. He was fun to visit with. Often he would tell me
how proud he was of his kids and I knew he had a soft spot for Dianne. He definitly
loved his family and was a very hard worker. We will miss you so much in this
community Gary. Praying for all of the family.take comfort in Gods promises.

Chris Dick - June 17, 2015 at 08:07 PM

“

Diane and kids. So sorry to hear of the passing of Gary. I know you will all truly miss
him as will a lot of people. Know that you are in our prayers and that God will help
you through this difficult time. "Remember me with smiles and laughter, for that is
how I will remember you all. If you can only remember me with tears, then don't
remember me at all." I'm sure you have lots of fond memories and Gary would want
you to remember them all. All our love, Rachele Van Houten and family

Rachele Van Houten - June 17, 2015 at 07:31 PM

