Jane Wilmot Burch
January 8, 1932 - October 18, 2018

Jane Wilmot (Raimer) Burch of Lowell, Michigan, age 86, passed away peacefully the
morning of Thursday, October 18, 2018. She was born to Howard and Mabel
(Buckingham) Raimer on Friday, January 8, 1932, in Grand Rapids, MI. After graduating
from Creston High School in 1950, Jane began her studies at the Butterworth School of
Nursing. This extensive program included a co-op arrangement with Wayne (State)
University’s College of Nursing, and as such Jane spent 16 weeks of her training in Detroit
as a “Tartar” on the Wayne campus. She graduated the program in 1953 and began her
nursing career with Butterworth Hospital. While Jane was getting her nursing degree,
romance had a spot on her agenda too. It seems that a handsome young man attending
Michigan State College was filling her mailbox with love notes. That man was Rockford
native Gene Burch, and on April 4, 1952, they were wed in Grand Rapids at Second
Congregational Church. While Jane had an accomplished career as a registered nurse,
her true passion was art. She had a keen eye for color, shape, and perspective, and found
great satisfaction in taking scenes from the world around her and transferring them onto
canvas via oil paint. She and Gene were fortunate enough to travel the world throughout
their marriage, thus providing Jane with countless inspirations for her work. Jane also
loved sharing her vision and talent with others, by hosting an art studio in her home where
she guided aspiring artists weekly. Jane explored her creativity in other mediums too,
enjoying pottery, beaded jewelry, silk screening and working with fabric. If not making
countless Halloween costumes for her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren,
her talent with fabric also wove into fabulous wall hangings and banners. One of her
greatest accomplishments and gift to others was her expertise with her banner making.
Emerging from her deep faith and love of her church, she made countless banners that
still hang in churches around the country, depicting scenes interpreted from the Bible. In
addition to her gifts of visual art, Jane devoted much of her time to Second Church as a
deacon for many years, as well as writer/editor of the church newsletter. Jane and Gene
enjoyed decades of summers at their cottage on Bills Lake hosting family and friends.
They also loved to explore the US and Canada in their motorhome, logging over 70,000
miles of adventures. They were married 64 years until Gene’s passing in 2017. Jane is
survived by children Sandra (Phil) Wesorick, Jennifer Sobie, Tom (Carrie) Burch;

grandchildren Heather (Joshua) Duhr, Matt (Liane) Sobie, Steve (Tracy) Wesorick,
Melissa (Jeremy) Casarez, Jessica (John) Kupres, John (Kara) Wesorick, Kyle and Noah
Burch; great-grandchildren Quinne, Isabelle, and Brenden Duhr, Caleb, Haley, Kalea and
Oliver Sobie, Antonio, Conner, Zachary and Ella Casarez, Jenna Wesorick, Kaden and
Carson Kupres and numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents Howard and Mabel, husband Gene, sister Mary (Raimer) Duncan, brother in law
Robert Burch, sister in law Nancy (Rhea) Burch, son David Burch and son in law David
Sobie. There will be a time of visitation from 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 25, 2018, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford,
Michigan, 49341. The funeral service for Jane will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Friday,
October 26, 2018, at Second Congregational United Church of Christ, 525 Cheshire Dr
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505. There will also be a one hour visitation prior to the funeral
service. Those wishing to offer expressions of sympathy are encouraged to make a
memorial contribution to the American Cancer Society of Grand Rapids or Health Care
Associates & Community Care Givers.
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Comments

“

I began to know Jane in ‘85-86, when she signed up to be a confirmation mentor at
2nd Congregational. She was my mentor. The depth, authenticity, and genuineness
of her being meant the world to me. We’d stay close in the years to come, and her
life-story she shared with me remains one of the foundational faith stories that
shaped who I am today, as an Ordained Minister. I hung the banner she made for my
ordination ten years ago on the pulpit last Sunday. It’ll be there through our All Saints
Day celebration... she’s a saint to me. I’m grateful to have had that time with her. I’m
sad I didn’t get one last conversation before her passing.
Rev. Greg Larsen

greg larsen - October 25, 2018 at 03:36 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Jane Wilmot Burch.

October 24, 2018 at 05:59 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Jane Wilmot Burch.

October 22, 2018 at 12:21 PM

“

Your Friends at The Center of Learning - GM purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Jane Wilmot Burch.

Your Friends at The Center of Learning - GM - October 22, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

Love Everlasting Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jane Wilmot Burch.

October 21, 2018 at 01:40 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Pederson Funeral Home - October 21, 2018 at 12:05 PM

