Kevin Denno Yon
March 23, 1951 - October 21, 2018

Kevin Denno Yon of Rockford, Michigan, age 67, passed away on Sunday, October 21,
2018. He was born to Carl and Anne (Denno) Yon on March 23, 1951, in Pittsfield, MA.
Kevin’s acting and voice-over talent earned him spots among celebrities in movies and
commercials. Known as “the voice of Chrysler” and the NFL, Kevin’s deep vocal timbre
helped put Detroit back on the map, shape mega brands like Jim Beam and gave a voice
to nonprofits. Wherever Kevin was, so was his humor, laughter and wit. Esteemed friend
among many, Kevin loved to entertain and cook, spending hours in the kitchen prepping
delectable dishes. He brought people together and cooking was a way he showed his love
and appreciation. Although a man of many talents, he was revered most for his generous
spirit and big heart. His love of family and friends made Kevin the center – the heart – of
us all. He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, uncle, brother and the list goes on.
Kevin gave a piece of himself to everyone he knew. Stories will continue to be told and
laughter will carry on because of who he was and what he gave. Kevin is survived by his
beloved wife of 45 years, Deborah Yon; loving children, Trillium (Michael) Hibbeln, Seth
(Jessica Holland) Yon, Courtney (Jessica) Yon; adored grandchildren, Lucas, Sofina,
Halle, Nathan, Ryan, Tav, Wesley, and Cali; brother, Kirk (Judy) Yon; nephew, Christian;
and special family friends, the Chapman’s. Kevin was preceded in death by both parents.
There will be a time of visitation from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. on Friday, October 26, 2018, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE,
Rockford, MI 49341. Join us in celebration of Kevin’s life on Sunday, October 28, 2018,
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Eve at The Bob in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Events
OCT
26

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

OCT
26

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

OCT
28

Celebration of Life

04:00PM - 07:00PM

The B.O.B.
20 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI, US, 49503

Comments

“

I started working with Kevin in 2014 with the Memphis Grizzlies. When I wrote
scripts, Kevin's voice was omnipresent in my head. Over time, he helped me with
work for the Cleveland Browns and eventually Carolina Panthers.
I have never met a more generous spirit and I am grateful to have known him and
worked with him over the past 4 years.
Kevin's gift will live on...my condolences to his many friends, and family. I will never
forget the conversations I was lucky enough to have with Kevin beyond the work we
did together. I valued those conversations and will remember him always.
His voice and spirit are an American treasure. My deepest sympathies.
Patrick Stage

Patrick Stage - January 10 at 07:43 PM

“

Deb, I just got off the phone with DZ and she told me about Kevin's passing. I'm so
sorry for your loss. My memories of you and Kevin when you had just arrived in
Michigan are so clear - I had no way to believe it would have lasted so long. Kevin
was so fun to be around and it just made everyday an experience. He was truly
talented and happy being alive - I can still see him with laughing and snickering at
the same time....
I am sorry I did not get to see the kids grow up and from the list, all the grand
children - the Yon's were such a special family to the community. So glad you
decided to land there!
Deb (Donley) Walters

Deb Walters - November 05, 2018 at 03:44 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 26, 2018 at 02:56 PM

“

Deb and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I have worked with Kevin my entire
professional career and that is over 30 plus years. And I am
proud to call him my friend. He was one of a kind. He will be missed.

Lisa Tanis - October 26, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

Kevin~ You are larger than life! You have made a difference in so many of our lives
and we have lost a piece of our hearts forever. God bless you in your journey! Until
we meet again~
Deb & family~I am so sorry for your loss. I pray you feel God's healing arms
wrapping around you, comforting you, letting you know He will take good care of
Kevin until you are together again. May your broken hearts be comforted by all the
love & prayers being sent your way, by all your wonderful memories, by all of the
lives Kevin touched and all the love he shared. You are in my thoughts & prayers.
God bless you~ Jan Norton Fairchild

Jan Norton Fairchild - October 26, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

"Man of La Mancha"; Sancho, "Fiddler on the Roof" ;Tevye
Just a few very good memories of my old friend Kev-Lar because nothing ever got by
him!
Class act for sure!
May there be peace over his house and in the hearts of his loved ones
Bert and Ann Rabidoux

bert rabidoux - October 25, 2018 at 02:30 PM

“

I met Kevin a couple years ago, working for a mutual client on some video
voiceovers. I quickly became a fan, and also came to consider him a friend. His voice
was an amazing gift, and he turned my writing into something far better than I
thought possible. His guidance, insight and suggestions were invaluable, and his
sense of humor was unparalleled. Kevin always made sure to call me and follow up a
few weeks later to make sure everyone was happy with the work we'd done, ask how
my family was, and, of course crack a few jokes. I will certainly miss him.

Stephen Plumbley - October 25, 2018 at 10:55 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 24, 2018 at 07:10 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 24, 2018 at 12:46 PM

“

I worked with Kevin on many projects and he not only brought a high degree of
professionalism, but he also always brought his heart, kindness, joy and laughter to
everything we did. I so appreciated working with him and will miss his talent, his
voice and his friendship very much. Prayers for peace and comfort for his family and
please know Kevin was loved not just for what he did ... but how he did it. God Bless,
Bill McKendry (formerly of Hanon McKendry)

Bill McKendry - October 24, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Deb and family, we send our sincere condolences to all of you. Whether running into
Kevin at Costco or at a restaurant or on the street, he always had time to give me
crap, make me laugh, and give me an update about his kids. May God rest his
wonderful soul.
Greg and Kathy Crowe

Greg Crowe - October 24, 2018 at 09:06 AM

“

Deb, Trillium, Seth and Courtney, we were deeply saddened to hear the news of the
passing of your very special husband and father. Tons of memories seeing Kevin at
Cannonsburg, serving drinks at our wedding, sitting next to you two at a Journey
concert and you guys fronting us 40 bucks so we could buy our Christmas tree at a
farm in Rockford. We cut it down and had it on the roof and discovered we had no
money-Kevin to the rescue! Loved by many and never forgotten!
Lisa and Mike Warren

mike warren - October 24, 2018 at 08:25 AM

“

Few people have made me laugh harder -- unfortunate in a recording studio (but not
really). He inspired me to take my career into a direction I probably wouldn't have
otherwise. Thanks, Kevin. Best wishes to the family.

Mikael Naramore - October 23, 2018 at 02:19 PM

“

Rod and Cele Flanary purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Kevin Denno Yon.

Rod and Cele Flanary - October 23, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

Deb, Trillium, Seth and Courtney, my thoughts are with you during this time. I am so
sorry for your loss. May there be comfort in knowing that Kevin was someone so
special and talented he will never be forgotten. I hear his voice ‘Kevin has left the
building’. Love to all, DZ

DZ - October 23, 2018 at 08:31 AM

“

I am very sorry for your lost Deb. I met you and Kevin through the Brickey family. I took
care of Shane for them. You are in my thoughts and prayers . Kathy (Buffum) Weeks
Kathy Weeks - October 24, 2018 at 01:05 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

courtney yon - October 22, 2018 at 10:13 PM

“

Rose Romanesque Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 22, 2018 at 09:35 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 22, 2018 at 08:44 PM

“

Heart's Companion Bouquet was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 22, 2018 at 08:13 PM

“

I worked with Kevin at a local audiobook publisher. He was the nicest, funniest and
most giving gentlman when I worked with him. He was estatic when he was chosen
for the Superbowl ad. But it didn't change him.
Live being sent to his family.
He will be missed.

Beth Bergstrom - October 22, 2018 at 05:50 PM

“

“

Love to his family
Beth Bergstrom - October 22, 2018 at 05:54 PM

My deepest sympathy to Deb and family -I remember all the good times at
Cannonsburg Kevin made everybody feel special and shared his vast experience - We worked
hard and played hard - God Bless (He always ended conversations with a meaningful "God Bless
He will be missed -

Mike DeVriendt - October 22, 2018 at 05:32 PM

“

Kevin has been in our lives for more than 50 years. He was a strong presence in our
lives always, no matter whether we were in touch or not. He will forever remain in our
hearts and will never be forgotten. Our hearts are broken for all of his family , and we
send love and hugs to all of you!! Until we see you again, much love always !
Love, Barb, Bill, Sara, Emily Novak and families

Barbara and Bill Novak - October 22, 2018 at 05:29 PM

“

Kevin, Deb, and the kids were a major part of our years at C-berg. Kevin was always Avery
special friend to all. My kids loved him and send their love to Deb and all the kids. He is a
loss that will live on in our memories.
Jim - October 22, 2018 at 08:22 PM

“

It was an honor to know Kevin; he was truly a lovely man. My sincere condolences to
his family.

Francesca Amari Sajtar - October 22, 2018 at 04:31 PM

“

Sympathies and blessings for the family. Rejoicing that he is home with his Heavenly
Father. A man that was in many ways bigger than life yet so humble. You will be
missed by all. Dr. Mitt Hoffmeister.

Dr. Mitt Hoffmeister - October 22, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

I loved my dad more than anyone will know. We were so lucky to have such a great
father. He had my back no matter what. I will always love you big Kev and there
won’t be a day that goes by that I don’t think of you. I hope to be half the man you
were.

courtney yon - October 22, 2018 at 04:10 PM

“

So sorry for your loss , Courtney and family! We send lots of hugs and love! Barb and Bill
Novak
Barbara and Bill Novak - October 22, 2018 at 05:07 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss Courtney and family. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Love and hugs, Cindy Stebbins Smithers
Cindy Stebbins - October 22, 2018 at 05:23 PM

“

I worked with Kevin at Soundpost Studios. He always had a smile and a kind word
when I’d see him in the recording booth—and I’m convinced I recorded better
whenever he was there. Prayers for peace and comfort to his friends and family.

Whitney Swartz - October 22, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kevin Denno Yon.

October 22, 2018 at 02:58 PM

“

So Sorry to hear that. Kevin always had a big smile and a bigger heart. He will be so
missed

GREGG GLASCO - October 22, 2018 at 02:48 PM

“

So sorry to hear! I am heartbroken. I think of all the memories from the Cannonsburg
ERA, through the Christmas party with my company that was so straight ;aced that
even Kevin and the crew could not get a laugh (Oaksie, help me here...this is killing
me!) My heart goes out to you, Deb and the whole family. You guys are in my
thoughts and my prayers, and I treasure all of the great memories.

Tom Oakes - October 22, 2018 at 11:55 AM

“

My wife Connie and I have known the Yon family since 1989, when we moved to
Rockford. They are very special people. We enjoyed being in Kevin's company, with
his incredible sense of humor, and upbeat personality, he truly enriched our lives. We
will miss you, Kevin. God Bless. Mike and Connie Shibler.

Mike and Connie Shibler - October 22, 2018 at 08:51 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss. i enjoyed talking with Kevin years ago at d&w and now
just a few days ago at meijer. RIP my friend and may the family find comfort in the
days to come.

Diana Jorgensen Hoffman - October 22, 2018 at 08:38 AM

“

We saw Kevin at the Rockford-Lowell football game. Even though we hadn't seen each
other in years, Kevin remembered us. A good man and great family. Sorry to hear of his
passing.
Jim & Carol Tower.
Jim Tower - October 22, 2018 at 06:21 PM

“

Deb so sorry for your loss. Our heart goes out to you and your family. Kevin was a good
friend, a great talent and a very special person. He always made us feel like he was glad to
see us and his great sense of humor always made our day. We were very lucky to know
you both.
Rich & Pam Bevak
Rich Bevak - October 24, 2018 at 10:29 AM

