Leslie Ann Carnes
August 27, 1947 - March 16, 2019

Leslie Ann Carnes (Nowak) of Rockford, Michigan, age 71, went to be with her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ on March 16, 2019. She was born the eldest of six siblings to Wallace
Frank Nowak and Yvonne Evelyn Nowak (Ebels) on August 27, 1947, in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Leslie graduated from Catholic Central High in 1965. She enjoyed gardening,
raising animals and running her vegetable stand. Her heart was deeply rooted in Rockford
where she worked at The Corner Bar, Jody’s Restaurant, Rockford Hardware and a craft
store on Squires Street. She loved meeting people and was sure to let them know that
Jesus had died for them and they too could be saved. Leslie is survived by her husband of
35 years Eugene Wade Carnes of Rockford, MI; children, Sean, Geoff, and Greg Fisher of
Rockford, MI, and Jenni Martinsen of Deer Park, WA; siblings, David Nowak, Jamie
Nowak, Cindy Woodhouse, Patty Hastings and Kimberly Hemphill. As well as numerous
grandchildren and great grandchildren. There will be a time of visitation from 2:00 until
4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. on Friday, March 22, 2019, at Pederson Funeral
Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. The funeral service for Leslie will
be celebrated by Pastor Mike Mudgett at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 23, 2019, at
Pederson Funeral Home. There will also be a one-hour visitation prior to the service.
Those wishing to offer an expression of sympathy are encouraged to make a donation by
visiting https://www.facebook.com/donate/1141426736017857/?
fundraiser_source=external_url

Events
MAR
22

Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAR
22

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAR
23

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

MAR
23

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

I can't believe you're gone!

Cindy woodhouse (sister) - March 24 at 07:22 AM

“

Gene, Geoff, Sean, Greg and family,
I am so very sorry for your loss. Leslie was a very strong woman and always knew
what she wanted. I have many memories of her from when I was younger and a few
from my older years too. I am praying for peace and comfort for the whole family.
Please let me know if I can help out in any way.
Terri Davis

Terri Davis - March 22 at 04:53 PM

“

Grace Frappier sent a virtual gift in memory of Leslie Ann Carnes

Grace Frappier - March 18 at 03:14 PM

“

Grace Frappier lit a candle in memory of Leslie Ann Carnes

Grace Frappier - March 18 at 03:12 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Grace Frappier - March 17 at 11:15 PM

“

I first met Leslie 67 years ago when we entered the door to our kindergarten class at
St.Thomas the Apostle Church. There were many years in between where we lost
touch for any number of reasons. But, we managed to touch base with each other
throughout those years and it was like no time had passed. We shared so deeply our
joys, sorrows, disappointments, marriages, divorces, children, grandchildren and
deaths of loved ones. We laughed, we cried and spent endless hours on the phone
long distance. Leslie had the gift of gab and loved surrounding herself with countless
friends. She loved her fruit stand, selling home grown produce every summer and
made even more friends with her regular customers. Leslie deeply loved her
dogs/cats/birds/flowers/gardens and plants of which there were way too many to
count over the years. She was a devout Christian and ministered to and prayed with
anyone who was in need. She was very blessed to have met and married Gene, a
hard-working, kind, loving, giving and salt-of-the-earth kind of guy. They truly loved
each other and worked hard to turn their farm into a place of beauty and prosperity.
Their home was ALWAYS open to friends where they were met with a cold beer and
plenty of food. I was deeply saddened to hear of Leslie’s passing and I send my
condolences to her husband Gene, her sons Sean, Geoff and Greg, her sisters
Patsy, Cindy and Kim, brothers David and Jaimie, her grandchildren, great children
and dear friend and housemate, Cal. God Bless you, Leslie, as you reunite with your
mom and dad and many friends/family that went before you.
A life-long friend, Grace

Grace Frappier - March 17 at 10:57 PM

