Orville "Bud" Ronald VanderHoff
April 28, 1937 - January 26, 2019

Orville "Bud" Ronald VanderHoff, age 81, died on January 26, 2019, at home after a battle
with Esophageal Cancer. Orville, the son of Henry and Hermina (Sandy) VanderHoff, was
born in Grand Rapids in 1937 and grew up in the Galewood neighborhood. Orv’s mother
passed when he was 5 years old so his sister, Vivian, quit school to raise him and his
younger siblings. His father died when he was 21 years old. He graduated from Lee High
School in 1955 where he played football, ran track and cross country. Following high
school, Orv worked at Wilson Walter Hagen Golf Division followed by General Motors. He
then went to work at Bissell in 1965 where he retired in 2002 after 37 years of service.
Orville married Irene Janet Madsen in 1965 and they moved to Rockford in 1968 where he
remained until his death. He was preceded in death by his siblings Henry (Irene)
VanderHoff, Kenneth (Ester) VanderHoff, Vivian (Walter) Zemaitis, Melvin VanderHoff,
Doris VanderHoff, Barb (Dennis) VanOosten, Sandra (Merle) TenHoopen, Jack
VanderHoff, and his wife, Janet. He is survived by one sister, June (Glenn) Plummer and
his two children, Brian (Michelle) VanderHoff of Kalamazoo, Michigan and Michael (Sara)
VanderHoff of Clio, Michigan and six grandchildren including: Alexa, Marius, Nicklas,
Carter, Conner, and Cooper. Orv loved sports. He traveled to many athletic events for his
children. Following their graduations, he continued to attend Rockford High School athletic
events and was many times invited to banquets and awards events like he was just
another parent despite not having a child playing. He was also very often able to watch his
grandchildren compete in their sports. He was also a devoted Michigan and Detroit Tiger
fan. Orv was always fond of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital so he wishes in lieu of
flowers, any donations be provided in his name to this organization. St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. There will be a time of
visitation from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 30, 2019, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI
49341. A private burial will be conducted on January 31, 2019 at Rockford Cemetery.
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Comments

“

I remember growing up going for breakfast with my dad at Jody’s every Saturday
morning and Orv was always there. I quickly grew taller than my dad and Orv always
referred to me as little guy. Orv you will be greatly missed May you Rest In Peace.

Craig Kellermeier - February 05 at 08:49 PM

“

Our family has missed seeing Orv at Jody's Restaurant since he became sick. He
was a bright spot in our day, such a wonderful soul and a genuinely kind person. We
loved talking to him about our kids, his grandkids and sports. You could tell how
much he loved his family when he spoke about them. He will be missed immensely. If
there were more Orv's, the world would be a brighter place.
Sending love to your family,
James, Holly, Brennon and Olivia Shupe

Holly Shupe - January 31 at 02:39 PM

“

Orv once said "Every kid should feel like some one is here cheering for them. If their
parents can't make it, I'll be their fan" Always a blessing to see Orv in the pool
balcony. God bless Orv, thank you.

Chad English - January 30 at 03:56 PM

“

Our thoughts & prayers are with the VanderHoff family as they remember and pay
tribute to their Father and Grandfather.

Doug & J.D. - January 30 at 09:16 AM

“

We spent many Friday nights with Orv at Rockford football games he was a gentle
thoughtful man heaven has called an angel home! love and comfort to his sons and
their families. Jim and Cathy Zevalkink

Jim Zevalkink - January 29 at 10:08 PM

“

DAVE & BRENDA CREIGHTON purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family
of Orville "Bud" Ronald VanderHoff.

DAVE & BRENDA CREIGHTON - January 29 at 05:27 AM

“

Orville was a dear, dear Friend!! Paul and I got to know him well when our Son,
Callan Sherd played on RHS Football team. Orville loved us and Callan, and our
other grown Children and Grand Children very much and we all loved him in return.
He spent many Sunday afternoons or popping in during the week at our home or
sitting in our back yard around a campfire. He was Family. He loved to joke around
with us and we often met him at Jody’s Restaurant to eat with him. We loved hearing
about Orville’s Family too and seeing pics of his Grandkids!! Oh, did he love his
Family!! We will miss him very much in our lives. Fond memories!!!

DeAnne Sherd - January 28 at 07:54 PM

“

Orv was the best cheerleader! I could hear him cheering me on during a swim meet,
cross country and even after high school, he'd travel with my dad to watch a triathlon
- he'd still be cheering loud and proud. Just a great guy, who loved Rockford - He will
be missed and my sympathies to Brian and Michael.
~John VanderSloot

John VanderSloot - January 28 at 07:47 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Orville "Bud" Ronald
VanderHoff.

January 28 at 09:28 AM

“

The summer I worked at the Old Mill, Orv would come by most days at the end of his
shift with some friends for a coffee. He was such a bright light in those days, and I
looked forward to seeing him. My deepest condolences to Brian, Mike, and their
families.
Jennifer Warren Craft

Jennifer Warren Craft - January 27 at 03:19 PM

