Ralph Freeman Johnson
June 2, 1929 - July 4, 2020

Ralph Freeman Johnson, 91, of Ada, passed away on July 4, 2020 in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
He was born on June 2, 1929 to Forrest and Estela (Lillie) Johnson in Belmont, Michigan.
He graduated from MSU with an associate's degree in agriculture. Ralph served in the
Army from January 30, 1952 until January 29, 1954 when he was honorably discharged
as a Corporal. On December 19, 1973 he married Ruth Noordyk in Marne, Michigan.
Ralph built and owned a large farming operation including a sunflower processing facility.
He continued his creativity with designing and structuring two land developments,
Sunflower Ridge and Canyon River in Ada, MI
He attended Ada Bible Church and has been a servant to many throughout his lifetime.
Ralph is survived by his wife of over 46 years Ruth, children: Kris Johnson-Lock of Reno,
NV, Karalee Johnson of Santa Pala, CA, David (Jessica) Azkoul, Steve (Vickie) Azkoul,
Jeffrey (Emilie) Azkoul; of Grand Rapids area, Lynne (James P.) Polanis of West Palm
Beach, FL, 10 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Military Honors will take place at 6:00pm on Wednesday, July 8, 2020 at Pederson
Funeral Home, 127 N Monroe Street in Rockford.
A memorial visitation will begin after Military Honors until 8:00 pm at Pederson Funeral
Home in Rockford.(CDC guidelines will be implemented)
Memorials are suggested to the Ada Bible Church, 3869 Knapp Street NE, Grand Rapids,
MI, 49525 or the Salvation Army. Please share your memories of Ralph online at
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com.

Events
JUL
8

Military Honors

06:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

JUL
8

Memorial Visitation

06:15PM - 08:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

Ralph aways had a smile for everyone and a way to make everyone feel welcome
and loved. He will be missed by us even though we only knew him for a few short
years. Pam and Adam Schoenfeld.

Pamela A Schoenfeld - July 13 at 03:50 PM

“

I have great memories of Ralp in the Glass Studio in
Palm Creek. He had lots of patience working with glass and those tiny intricate letters
that he wrote with glass noodles. He will surely be missed by all of us.
Colette Bilodeau

colette bilodeau - July 08 at 06:11 PM

“

What a loss of Creative Ralph:
How wonderful were his Christmas decorations-I most loved the little legs sticking
from under the tree. His mailboxes were works of art as were all the things he made.
His humor added to the fun whenever we were lucky enough to be with him and
Ruth.
My love and prayers to Ruth and the rest of Ralph’s family. Roene Cammack

Roene Cammack - July 08 at 05:16 PM

“

My deepest sympathies. I will miss seeing Ralph at Palm Creek Computer Club.
Peggy Fetzer

Peggy Fetzer - July 08 at 03:28 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ralph Freeman
Johnson.

July 07 at 09:23 PM

“

Thanks Ralph for being a great neighbor for more than fifty years and for your
thoughtfulness to all your neighbors when you used the green belt in developing the
area of your previous farm.

Frank Phillips - July 07 at 07:00 PM

“

Ralph was the definition of a cheerful kindhearted peaceful gentleman.
He will be remembered as such. Rest In Peace.
"Verily we belong to God, and verily to Him do we return."

hakima - July 07 at 09:23 AM

“

Ralph always had a smile on his face and a positive comment to share. He took the
time to share conversations with friends and neighbors. We are all blessed to have
known Ralph.

Denise & Bob Holmes - July 06 at 08:24 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your Loss. I cant really remember a time in my life
without knowing his name. Praying for all of your family. Tory DeHaan

Tory DeHaan - July 06 at 05:51 PM

“

Ralph is the finest definition of a man I can perceive. Living life to its fullest to honor
our Creator in the highest manner as a servant and leader. His kindness and moral
compass can point the way for others to follow. A man is not defined by strength, but
by acceptance of weakness, not by intelligence but by a thirst for knowledge, not by
demanding respect but by giving love and servitude, not by boundaries or limitations
but by seeking the joy of what limitless life and adventure can provide. In fondest
memory, Rest In Peace my friend you will be welcomed by angels at Heavens gate!

Stu Malafa - July 06 at 04:37 PM

“
“

Beautiful Stu. You guys are very similar. Glad you got to know him.
steven Azkoul - July 06 at 05:26 PM

what an amazing man, grandpa, artist, farmer, business man,Christian, husband to Ruth,
and a friend to all who met him. He was one of a kind, with a heart bigger than life.
Deb Gemuend - July 08 at 10:53 AM

“

Beautiful!
Lynne Azkoul-Polanis - July 21 at 09:34 AM

