Richard Jay Basala
May 2, 1947 - September 1, 2019

Richard Jay Basala, 72, of Rockford, passed away on September 1, 2019 at home. He
was born on May 2, 1947 to Joseph and Jeanette (Kragt) Basala in Milaca, Minnesota. He
graduated from Edsel Ford High School in Dearborn Michigan in 1965 and earned his
Bachelors in Forestry from University of Michigan. He served in the Army as an Aircraft
Hydraulics Repairman from March 7, 1966 to March 6, 1969 when he was discharged as
a Specialist 5. On November 18, 1983 he married Catherine Hayter at the Free Reformed
Church, Grand Rapids. Richard worked as a Computer Specialist for the USDA. He was a
member of the Free Reformed Church, and the Rockford Sportsman's Club. Richard loved
to read and was often found outdoors with a book, even while fishing. Richard is survived
by his wife Catherine, two daughters: Rebekah (Rob) Weaver of Wyoming, Gwendolyn
Basala of Tempe, AZ; two sons: Joseph (April) Basala of Sacile, Italy, Ben Basala of
Rockford; grandchildren Katelyn and Jack Weaver; two sisters: Donna Basala of
Dearborn, Linda Nicol of Chicago, IL; brother Paul (Karen) Basala of Canton; and several
nieces and nephews. Visitation will be held Wednesday, September 4, 2019, 10:00 am 11:00 am with funeral services at 11:00 am at the Free Reformed Church, Grand Rapids,
with Pastor Ian Macleod officiating. Burial will take place in the Rockford Cemetery with
military honors. Memorials are suggested to Faith Hospice. Please share your memories
of Richard online at www.pedersonfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

From Tessa purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Richard Jay Basala.

From Tessa - September 04 at 04:59 AM

“

I'll miss my big brother.
I'll miss the conversations & the times we had at Thanksgiving, Christmas and the
lunches we shared in Lansing.
I'll miss his smiles, his sense of humor, his wisdom & his knowledge.
But I will remember the good times we had together & the things we shared as kids &
as adults.
I have great comfort in knowing that he gave his life over to his Lord & Savior, Jesus
Christ. That "he fought the good fight,he finished the course, he kept the faith:
therefore there is laid up for him a crown of righteousness."
It is also great comfort knowing that someday I will see him again in paradise.

Paul Basala - September 03 at 02:46 PM

“

To all of Richard's family our sincerest sympathy in your loss. We are praying for
comfort and peace for all of you in this difficult time. Richard will always be in your
memories and in your hearts. I have fond memories of Richard's (we always called
him Dick) yearly summer visits with his family to Pease, Minnesota to visit us and the
Kragt family. We played lots of cards on those visits and also when we would go to
Dearborn. Our adult lives went in different directions so it has been many years since
we had contact, but family is family and we want to support you all in your grief. Love
and prayers.
Phyllis (Ruis) and Ron Van Donselaar

Phyllis Van Donselaar - September 03 at 11:22 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Dick's passing. Our deepest sympathy goes out to the whole
family. I remember sitting in the Livingroom of the Dearborn house when we visited
and Dick taught us how to play Pinochle. We had many good times when we were
young.

Nancy Ruis-Klein - September 03 at 11:16 AM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Richard Jay Basala.

September 02 at 11:05 PM

“

A letter I received from Richard in Spring of 1983, because he was interested in
“courting” my sister. The wedding was later that year!.
May you all find peace in God’s eternal purpose and plan being accomplished, even
in this sudden, unexpected and sorrowful occurrence. Jonathon

Jonathon Hayter - September 02 at 06:45 PM

“

Dear Katy it's with great love and affection that I pray for great care for you and your
family. It is such a blessing in this very hard time to have your whole family together
to care for and console each other. Just know that I am here for you and will continue
to keep in my heart and prayers. As we read Sunday: "Thou shalt guide me with thy
counsel and afterward receive me to glory." Ps. 73:24. That is an excellant summary
of Richard's life. Love, Donna

Donna Basala - September 02 at 05:22 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Richard Jay Basala.

September 02 at 04:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Catherine Basala - September 02 at 04:18 PM

