Rev. Robert Ward Eckert
August 21, 1954 - October 21, 2016

Robert Ward Eckert of Grand Rapids, Michigan, age 62, passed on Friday October 21,
2016, surrounded by family. He was the son of Agnew Roy and Mary Alice Eckert (Moore)
born on August 21st 1954 in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Robert was the youngest of four children. After graduating from Thomas Carr Howe High
School, Indianapolis, IN, he attended Hope College in Holland, MI, where he was chief
editor of the Hope College Anchor newspaper. Robert earned a BA in English from Hope
College in 1976.
Robert met fellow Hope student Mary Corbin during an encounter at a Holland Burger
King involving a dubiously spilled soda. Robert and Mary were wed in 1974 and together
had four boys. As a husband, father, and grandfather he enjoyed cinema, literature,
camping, baseball, exploring new places in and around Michigan, and spending time with
his six grandchildren. Generous in every way, Robert was a regular blood donor, giving
over ten gallons in total. Robert was deeply introspective, and never turned away from a
philosophical debate. He was a rock & roll music expert, and was perpetually expanding
and organizing his music collection. Always willing to set lofty goals, Robert and Mary
committed to visiting every Major League Baseball stadium, as well as every stadium in
the West Michigan Whitecaps Midwest League.
Robert worked as a typesetter, eventually founding his own business named after his
father Agnew. Later in life, he fulfilled a dream by becoming a United Methodist Pastor,
most recently serving God and the congregation of Courtland-Oakfield UMC.
Robert is survived, and will be missed greatly, by his beloved wife of almost 42 years Mary
Eckert; his mother Mary Alice Eckert; his three siblings Mary Ann Sutton, Richard Eckert,
and Jeanie Sullivan; his four sons Christopher and his wife Monique (Barber) of Lakeview,
MI, Andrew and the mother of their child Victoria (Keck) of Rockville, MD, Benjamin and
his wife Jennifer (Huntington) of Grand Rapids, MI and Spencer of Grand Rapids, MI; his
six grandchildren Anthony, Emily, and Emmett of Lakeview, MI, Dashel and Shoshanna of

Grand Rapids, MI, and Parker of Rockville, MD.
There will be a time of visitation from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 27,
2016, at Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church, 10295 Myers Lake Road NE,
Rockford, MI 49341. A memorial service will be held at the church following the visitation.
All are invited to join the family for lunch following the service at the church.
Those wishing to offer expressions of sympathy are encouraged to make a memorial
contribution to Camp Beloved at Lake Louise. Please specify in the donation form, “I
would like my contribution to go toward…” Camp Beloved Scholarships or Camp Beloved
Other.
Donation link: https://lakelouise.wufoo.com/forms/z11xrku31endqlv/

Events
OCT
27

Memorial Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

OCT
27

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

I only got to know Pastor Robert the past few months, being new to CourtlandOakfield UMC, and yet I will deeply miss his wit, wisdom, and friendship. We will
never forget the day he came to our house to welcome us as new members. We had
a long conversation, about many varied subjects, and we could tell that this was a
very intelligent and caring man. I loved his sermons. Sermons have to be written
before spoken, and Robert was an amazing writer. I loved the way he used the
English language, and wove in various literary and rock&roll references. I was
looking forward to a long friendship and many philosophical discussions. Our
deepest condolences to Mary, his 4 sons, and grandchildren.
Don & Teri Chandler

Donald Chandler - October 27, 2016 at 08:11 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Rev. Robert Ward Eckert.

October 26, 2016 at 10:55 PM

“

Tressa Moore I have been thinking about ur dad since I heard the news. I am so
sorry to hear of his death. We considered ur father and mother as friends and used
to meet at the movies occasionally. We will miss him. He married my oldest daughter
about 10 years ago and was supposed to marry my youngest this coming April. He
was a wonderful man and I know how much he loved his children and grandchildren
because he talked about them often. I am so sorry for ur loss. I will sadly not be able
to attend the service tomorrow as I am ill but I want u and ur family to know u are in
my prayers and thoughts at this difficult time.

Tressa Moore - October 26, 2016 at 08:57 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Terese Chandler - October 26, 2016 at 04:44 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear of your loss. The lost of a loved one grieves the heart and
words are never enough to take away the pain. However, our Heavenly Father knows
your grief. As a loving and caring Father, He will be there to comfort and sooth your
"broken-heart and crushed spirit". ( Psalm 34:18 ). May you find comfort and hope in
God's promise of a day when you will reunite with your loved one again. ( Isaiah
26:19 ). My sincere condolences to the family.

pfl - October 26, 2016 at 02:05 PM

“

I met Robert through my position at North Kent Community Services. He had such a
passion for his faith and I loved to listen to him. I picture him with his jeans and
sandals- having a deep conversation with Jesus and it makes me smile. I am so
sorry for your loss.
Dawn Ellis

Dawn - October 26, 2016 at 01:24 PM

“

Sending my prayers to you all in this time of mourning. I will cherish my memories
and honor your loyalty to God and the church. Peace to you all. Nichea VerVeer Guy

Nichea Ver Veer Guy - October 26, 2016 at 11:50 AM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Rev. Robert Ward Eckert.

October 26, 2016 at 10:09 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Robert's passing. Good person, good friend. My best man and
music mentor. Insightful, kind and funny. He could pull a mild prank and then get a
glint in his eyes as he waited for me to get the joke.

Stew Galloway - October 26, 2016 at 09:36 AM

“

Ben, Jennifer, Dashel and Shoshanna;
So very sorry to hear of your loss. I want you to know you are in my prayers. May
God give you strength to get through the difficult days ahead. Try to keep all your
thoughts on the good, wonderful memories. May your Dad/ Grandpa rest in peace,
and Ben, please tell your Mom that she is also in my prayers. I know the heartache in
losing a spouse, and it is such a deep hurt that never goes away. Give her as much
of your time as you can.
Great Grandma (Ellen) Schewe

Ellen Schewe - October 26, 2016 at 04:26 AM

“

My dear, dear friend. I will miss you so. Your intelligence, wit, loving nature, joy in
living, and spiritual generosity will always inspire me. I am so grateful to have had
you in my life although we lived at a distance. Mary, I weep for your loss and pray
that you find comfort.
Tom Westervelt

Tom Westervelt - October 25, 2016 at 05:23 PM

“

Mary, my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. I am so sorry for your
loss.

Betsy Greenwald - October 25, 2016 at 03:34 PM

“

I worked with Robert for years when he was at the helm of Agnew's. He was the
most delightful person to work with--smart, conscientious . . . and so kind. He often
talked of his family, and the love just shone through. My thoughts and prayers are
with you all.

Dana Foote - October 25, 2016 at 12:04 PM

“

Oh my where to begin? It was a joy to be on staff with Robert at Wyoming Park
UMC. That is where I first met Robert and the friendship grew. A friendship I will
always treasure. I will never forget his sense of humor, that wonderful smile and his
compassion. A few years ago he asked me to meet with him once a week as his
"spiritual director" (a title I do not formally have). It was an honor and a pleasure to
meet with him. One of our last visits he told me he was going to work on being an
introvert. I laughed and replied, "tell me how that works out." Because that was one
thing he was not. All you had to do was ask one question and sit back and listen and
off he would go. I loved that about him. He will be missed more than he could ever
imagine. I am thankful for his friendship, the bits and pieces of his life that touched
mine and he will always be tucked in my heart. Hugs and Prayers, Wendy Clark

Wendy Clark - October 25, 2016 at 11:08 AM

