Ruth E. (Ward) Kishefsky
March 24, 1921 - February 23, 2019

Ruth E. (Ward) Kishefsky of Rockford, Michigan, (formerly of Six Lakes on Lake
Montcalm, Howard City, and Belmont), age 97, passed away on Saturday, February 23,
2019. She was born to Gabriel and Bernice (Blanding) Palmer on March 24, 1921, in
Lakeview, MI. As a child, Ruth lived in Grand Rapids and spent her summers in Lakeview
with her Grandpa. She graduated from Creston High School. Ruth enjoyed singing with
her brothers, playing the piano, snowmobiling, boating, traveling, and anything outdoors.
She worked with General Telephone Co. for 30 years, 5 years at a doctor’s office in
Edmore, and 8 years at Rocky’s ice cream shop in Rockford. She married her late
husband Gregory Kishefsky in 1964. Ruth is survived by her two loving children Thomas
Ward and Sally (Steve) Gardner; grandchildren, Craig (Michelle) Ward, Burke (Jill) Sage,
and Jason Sage; and great grandson’s, Dylan Ward, Dean Ward, Parker Sage, Hunter
Sage, Micah Sage, and Palmer Sage. She was preceded in death by her beloved
husband Gregory and her 4 brothers and 2 sisters. The family would like to thank the staff
at United Hospital for their care and compassion. There will be a time of visitation from
10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. on Monday, February 25, 2019, at Pederson Funeral Home,
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. The funeral service for Ruth will be
celebrated at 11:00 a.m. following visitation. In lieu of flowers, those wishing to offer an
expression of sympathy may make a memorial contribution to a charity of ones choosing.
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Comments

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Ruthie's passing, and my sincere sympathy goes out to her
family. I had the good fortune to be her roommate for several weeks in early 2012 at
UMH Long Term Care. We had a 30-year age difference and I think at first she
thought, how did she end up with this noisy "kid" for a roommate, but we ended up
hitting it off--I think sharing candy with her helped. Ruthie's spirit and humor helped
me endure a very difficult time, and I've thought of her often with much fondness. I'll
always remember that on our last day together we hugged goodbye, and I told her I
would miss her and wanted to be just like her when I grew up--she just laughed out
loud, but I meant it. Rest in peace Ruthie.

Karen Swan - February 25, 2019 at 08:31 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathies to Ruth's family, she was a special lady. We will remember
her for her feisty spirit and quick witted comments. We were blessed to know her....
Gary & Deb Fountain
Dee Becker

Gary & Deb Fountain - February 24, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

Our heartfelt sympathies to you Sally, Tom, and family. Phyllis and I so enjoyed the
times spent with you and Ruth. I can see her yet playing the piano and singing at
Greenville Care Nursing Home. What a wonderful humorous lady. We would be
honored to give a donation in her name to a local charity, “ Trufant Friends”.

Fred & Phyllis Reil - February 23, 2019 at 05:21 PM

