Thomas John Waeltermann
August 21, 1958 - September 29, 2015

Mr. Thomas John Waeltermann of Rockford, Michigan, age 57, passed away peacefully in
the comfort of his home on Tuesday, September 29, 2015, following a brief illness. Tom
was born to John and Madonna (Swatek) Waeltermann on Thursday, August 21, 1958 in
Dayton, Ohio, and had been a longtime resident of the Rockford area. Tom is survived by
his beloved mother, Madonna Marie Waeltermann; sisters Joanne (Kevin Hayes)
Waeltermann and Jean (Bruce) Waeltermann-Clarke; and nephews Kaney Hayes, Neal
Hayes, Paul Clarke, and Steven Clarke. He was preceded in death by his father John
Joseph Waeltermann. The family would like to thank Custom Tooling Systems of Zeeland,
where Tom worked, for the friendship and kindness they had extended to him. There will
be a memorial visitation held from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 3, 2015, at
Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. Tom loved the
outdoors, German automobiles, and especially dogs— He was loved by every dog he ever
met. Because of Tom’s compassion for his canine friends, those wishing to offer
expressions of sympathy are encouraged to make a memorial contribution to The Humane
Society of West Michigan, 3077 Wilson Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534; or online at
http://hswestmi.org/donate_form
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06:00PM - 08:00PM

Pederson Funeral Home
127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI, US, 49341

Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Thomas John
Waeltermann.

October 09, 2015 at 01:47 PM

“

Tom was virtually my step-dad after my parents got divorced in the early 90's. He and
my mom dated for 7 years. I remember Tom taking incredibly great care of my
Mom... but I will also never forget how he treated my brother and I as if we were his
own kids. He taught us to ride dirt bikes, took us on trips up north, and even
accompanied me on a school field trip or two. He would always drop everything to
grab his mitt and play catch with me.... and Tom was the one who held the bike seat,
and eventually let go as I rode a two-wheel bike for the first time.
As the years went by and we lost touch, I thought many times about writing Tom a
letter and thanking him for everything he did for my Mom, my brother, and me... but I
never did. I will always regret that.
Tom, I will always remember the love and kindness you shared with us throughout
my early childhood. I have no doubt that you helped shape the man I am today, and
fun spirit I aspire to pass along to my own daughter.
Thank you for everything.
-Nick MacDonald

Nick MacDonald - October 09, 2015 at 12:21 PM

“

Tom, you were a rock that I always knew Jean could count on. Knowing that made
my struggle with cancer easier to bear. We had many good times together and I will
miss you. Rest in peace. I can't believe you are gone so soon. Bruce

Bruce H Clarke - October 05, 2015 at 05:19 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Thomas John Waeltermann.

October 02, 2015 at 10:31 AM

“

Tom will be missed, he was an important part of our team and our family here at
Custom Tooling Systems. I remember when Tom totaled his BMW, he took over half
a year to find that perfect replacement. He was very committed in everything he did,
he would show up to work an hour early and never missed a day. My sincere
condolences to the Waeltermann family.
John Bouwkamp
Custom Tooling Systems, Inc.

John Bouwkamp - September 30, 2015 at 04:46 PM

